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M. Camila Pizano       Born: 31st May 1980 
Universidad Icesi  
Departamento de Ciencias Biológicas 
Calle 18 No. 122-125        
Pance, Cali, Colombia, South America                                   Nationality: Colombian 
E-mail: cpizano@icesi.edu.co                                               Languages: Spanish, English 
 
Education: 
University of Florida, PhD in Biology (2004-2011) (Gainesville, Florida, USA). 
Universidad de los Andes, Biology minor (1998-2004) (Bogotá, Colombia). 
Cornell University, Summer College (1997) (Ithaca, NY, USA). Plant Biology and Natural Science 

Illustration courses. 
Colegio Los Nogales (1985-1998) (Bogotá, Colombia). House Captain and first class honors 

valedictorian. 
 
Dissertation: “Feedback dynamics between plants and soil microorganisms in a fragmented 

landscape in the tropical Andes”. Chair: Dr. Kaoru Kitajima.  
 
Experience: 
Work 
Associate Professor at Universidad Icesi, Departamento de Ciencias Biológicas in Cali, Colombia 

(October 2015-present).  
Research Associate at Instituto de Investigación en Recursos Biológicos Alexander von 

Humboldt in Bogotá, Colombia (August 2013-September 2015). 
Postdoctoral Research Associate with Michelle Mack at University of Florida, Department of 

Biology in Gainesville, Florida, USA (May 2012-August 2013). 
Research Associate at Centro Nacional de Investigaciones en Café (Cenicafé) as a PhD student 

in Chinchiná, Colombia (April 2007-August 2009). 
Research assistant at the Mycorrhizal and Fig-Wasp Laboratory in Barro Colorado Island at STRI 

while doing undergrad thesis field-work (May-August, 2002). 
Scientific illustrator for Corpambiental, in México city, México (December, 2001). 
Tourist guide for Barro Colorado Island (STRI), Panama (September-November 2001). 
Scientific Illustrator for Dr. Richard Condit in the project “Guía de árboles de Panamá” 

(ctfs.si.edu/webatlas/maintreeatlas.html) at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute 
(STRI), Panama (June-November, 2001). 

Volunteer at Galápagos National Park, Santa Cruz Island, Galápagos, Ecuador (May-August, 
2000).   

 Data organizer at Hortitecnia Ltda (floriculture book editors), Bogotá, Colombia (June-July, 
1999). 

Teaching 
Associate Professor, Botany, Scientific Illustration, Tropical Ecology, Restoration Ecology, 

Departamento de Ciencias Biológicas, Universidad Icesi, in Cali, Colombia (January 
2016-present). 

Adjunct Professor, Scientific Illustration, Department of Art and Art History, University of Florida in 
Gainesville, Florida, USA (January to May 2013).  

Head Teaching Assistant, Accelerated Integrated Principles of Biology Lab (part of Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute Interdisciplinary program of Science for Life), Department of 
Biological Sciences, University of Florida (August 2009-Dec 2011). 

Teaching assistant for the course “Life on Earth” at Universidad de los Andes” (August- 
December, 2002). 
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Botero, Jorge E., L.M. Sánchez, y C. Pizano. 2008. Biodiversidad en la zona cafetera 
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Awards/Honors/Fellowships/Scholarships: 
COLCIENCIAS-Apoyo para la colaboración entre Colombia y USA ($20,000). Bogotá, Colombia, 

January 2015-December 2016.  
Ecological Society of America (ESA) Student Travel Award ($400), 96th ESA Annual Meeting, 

Austin, August 7th-12th, 2011. 
Compton International Fellowship ($16,000), Compton Foundation, University of Florida, 

Gainesville, Florida, USA. April 2007.  
Ford Foundation ($1,000) to participate at the ESA Conference: Ecology in an Era of 

Globalization: Challenges and Opportunities for Environmental Scientists in the 
Americas”. Mérida, Mexico. Jan 8th-12th, 2006. 

Grinter Fellowship, Botany Department, University of Florida ($4,000), 2004-2006. 
Lewis Anthony Dexter Fellowship, Wildlife Ecology and Conservation Department, University of 

Florida ($71,750), 2004-2007. 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute Soil Initiatives fund ($6,300) May-November, 2003. 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute Short-term Fellowship ($2,000) February-May, 2003. 
First place Poster in “Foro de Ciencias Biológicas de la Universidad de los Andes” in 

undergraduate projects category with the poster: “Habitat preference and response to 
arbuscular micorrhizal fungi of two morphospecies of Trema micrantha in a seasonal 
lowland tropical forest in Panama”. October, 2002. 

Internship, Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Panama (Mellon Foundation, $3000), May-
November 2001.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


