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CURRICULUM VITAE
KAREN EDITH MARAIS 
(nee FRIEMELT)

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:
209 Quarter Sessions Road, Westleigh, NSW, 2120

E-MAIL:


karen.marais@bigpond.com
NATIONALITY:

Australian
LANGUAGES:

English, German, Afrikaans (fluent in all 3)
DATE OF BIRTH:

08 MARCH 1969
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS

M.Sc (cum laude) 
Conservation Ecology, 2010 – 2012 

Department of Conservation Ecology and Entomology, Stellenbosch University, South Africa
Topic: “Postfire regeneration of mountain fynbos by resprouting: A comparison of species with different life history types” 
This project focused on resprouters after fire and assessed differences between the obligate and facultative resprouting life history types.
B.Sc Hons (cum laude), 2006 
Ecological Informatics, 2006

Department of Botany and Conservation Biology, University of the Western Cape, South Africa
Diploma in Mechanical Therapy, 1998

McKenzie Institute, Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA 
Mechanical therapy techniques for treating back, neck and extremity problems
B.Sc Physiotherapy, 1991
Stellenbosch University, South Africa

PUBLICATION RECORD

Marais KE. Master’s thesis
Postfire regeneration of mountain fynbos by resprouting: A comparison of species with different life history types.  Oct 2012; Open access to e-thesis from 01.10.2013
Two advanced drafts currently in preparation for submission to peer reviewed journals
Marais KE. Fire on Paarl Mountain. Veld and Flora, March 2011
Marais KE, Maneveld G. Don’t cut that grass. Veld and Flora, Sept 2006
Marais KE. Uitkamp: A lesson not to be repeated. WC WESSA Newsletter, 2005
CAREER HISTORY
I originally trained as a physiotherapist and worked in that field in various countries for 10 years. When our children were born, I chose to stay at home, and made them my priority for 6 years.  I started volunteering for the Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers Programme (CREW), a programme of the South African National Biodiversity Institute, monitoring rare and endangered plants from 2003 to the end of 2010.  My involvement in this field has led to a desire in changing my career.  I enrolled and completed an Honours Degree in Ecological Informatics in 2006 at the University of the Western Cape. Worked as a field assistant collecting post fire data on resprouting plants in 2009 and then went on to enrol for a research Master’s degree in Conservation Ecology at Stellenbosch University in 2010. We moved to Australia at the beginning of 2011, where I completed my Masters degree in Conservation Ecology (Stellenbosch University) in Oct 2012. 
August 2013 – current
Manager/Curator, Downing Herbarium, Macquarie University. Casual appointment, 1 day/week. (2 days/week in 2019)
March 2013– May 2013
Casual appointment at the Hawkesbury Institute for the Environment, University of Western Sydney.  Assisting post doctoral fellows and Ph.D. students with data collecting and lab work.
March 2009 – Dec 2012
Master’s student, collecting and analyzing post-fire regeneration data for a collaborative study between Stellenbosch University and California State University Bakersfield 
Upgraded from field assistant to Master’s student in 2010

Data collected included measuring growth over time of tagged resprouting plants of different life history types, mortality data and flowering phenology.
Leadership

2003-2010             Leader of the Tygerberg Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wildflowers (CREW)
2003-2005
Chairman of the Friends of the Tygerberg Hills

Conferences

2019
ASBS-NZPCN joint conference, Wellington, New Zealand
2018
SPNHC and Managers of Australasian Herbarium Collections annual meeting, Dunedin, New Zealand

2017
Managers of Australasian Herbarium Collections annual meeting, Melbourne, Australia

2016
Managers of Australasian Herbarium Collections annual meeting, Brisbane, Australia

2015
Managers of Australasian Herbarium Collections annual meeting, Adelaide, Australia

2013
Australian Systematic Botany Society (ASBS) conference, Sydney, Australia

Scholarships

2010-2011
NRF Master’s scholarship 
Community involvement


2012 – current
Meals on Wheels volunteer


Volunteer at Castle Hill Anglican Retirement Village 

2003 – 2010
Volunteer and group leader for CREW Tygerberg 

- Program run by the South African Biodiversity Institute (SANBI)


Managing the Tygerberg Nature Reserve herbarium

2003-2005

Volunteer and chairman of the Friends of the Tygerberg Hills
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